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OUTDOOR MOVIE NIGHT 
IN CANADA !!!
This year marked our inaugural Ward 35 Movie Night 
in the Park event. With over 1,000 people attending our 
two evenings, parents and children snuggled beneath 
blankets under the stars and enjoyed a family film on a 
giant 40-foot screen. Complete with snacks and friends, 
neighbours ventured out into Corvette Park and Oates 
Park for the two evenings of fun-filled entertainment. 

Based on the tremendous response, and by popular 
demand, we will be having a series of Movie Nights in 
the Park events in the summer of 2010. Check out our 
spring (2010) newsletter and website for details.

Dear Ward 35 Resident,

As you may know, work has begun on the brand new Ward 35 Community Centre.  
As I watched the foundation begin poured, I thought it was rather symbolic of the 
work we have done together to build foundations in our own communities across 
the ward. The roots we lay in our community improve our own lives and those of our 
friends, families, and neighbours.

Since coming into office, I have worked with groups, individuals, and organizations 
who have expressed a strong interest to improve and build a foundation in their 
communities. These efforts have taken form through many different initiatives 
which range from making the most of our green spaces and environment, to helping 
to shape our community.

Over the last three years, we have 
rebuilt two playgrounds, opened 
two splash pads, unveiled a new 
park and soccer field, plan to open 
the new park and splash pad at 
the Ward 35 Community Centre, 
and will rehabilitate two beloved 
local playgrounds. This has been 
done with a vision to provide our 
children with safe places to play 
and enjoy recreational activities 
with their family and friends.

We have started four successful community gardens at Gordonridge Place, Byng 
Towers, Warden Avenue Public School, and Prairie Drive Park. All were created 
with the goal of supporting stronger foundations within our communities by bringing 
people together for a common cause.

In continuing our environmental theme, we launched the first Ward 35 Garden 
Contest in partnership with Rona Home and Garden Centre. Over 60 homes entered, 
with three top prizewinners.  However, I believe that we all won, as neighbours 
made a conscious effort to improve their community … one garden at a time.

To encourage our residents to explore our hidden gem – the Warden Woods Ravine 
– we are creating inviting and accessible environmental gateways at entrances 
located at the corners of Warden/St. Clair and St. Clair/Birchmount. These will be 
opened in spring 2010, along with the launch of our Ward 35 Eco-Summit, where 
residents will be able to collect knowledge and incentives for conserving water, 
gardening tips, and a host of other environment-related activities.

Many of these initiatives were achieved with the participation and support of 
neighbourhood associations and active area residents who all believe and care 
that building foundations in the community results in stronger and more involved 
neighbourhoods. 

As usual I look forward to meeting as many of you as possible over the next few 
months.

ADRIAN HEAPS
Councillor, 
Scarborough Southwest – Ward 35 

BY THE NUMBERS…
Ward 35 is a busy place!  It has been a remarkable and 
rewarding experience. I have had the honour of speaking 
with thousands of residents, hosting dozens of events, and 
affecting important changes in City policies.

In reflecting, I began to analyze the time by reviewing the 
numbers. It was interesting to discover the following:
n 45,000 emails received (average 80 emails/day)
n 5,000 constituency inquiries responded to
n �3,000 scheduled meetings attended  

(20 appointments/week)
n 600+ hours of City Council meetings
n 260+ hours of Budget Committee meetings
n �250+ hours of Committee meetings for Affordable 

Housing, Budget, Disabilities Issues, and Torch Relay 
Task Force

n 210+ hours of Scarborough Community Council
n �160+ hours of Economic Development and Government 

Management meetings
n �70 Community Events (i.e. Fun Fairs, Environment Days, etc)

Add to these numbers, the time invested to read numerous 
committee agendas, coordinate staff, and prepare speaking 
notes.

My staff answers dozens of phone calls every day, with the 
numbers reflecting the time of year and specific issues. 

Answering emails and calling or meeting individuals at their 
homes is actually one of my most enjoyable duties. It allows 
me to hear personally from residents and explain the facts 
behind the issue. Together, we work through their concerns 
and hopefully end up with positive results.  Every meeting, 
both public and internal, is important to me and I am proud 
to be able to represent such a vibrant community. 

MY STAFF AND I WISH YOU  
A HAPPY AND SAFE HOLIDAY.

WARM WISHES,  
ADRIAN, ANGELA, DIANNE, AND GRAHAM

Happy Holidays
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Over the next 14 months, the lot at the northeast 
corner of St. Clair and Warden will be transformed 
from a shovel-in-the-ground into a gleaming 
glass and copper structure: our new Ward 35 
Community Centre! The building will have a green 
roof, semi-permeable pavement, and be entirely 
heated and cooled by geothermal energy.

Although construction only began recently, the 
real work started a few years ago when the 
Warden Avenue Corridor was being planned. The 
proposal to build a community centre outgrew its 
original need for 14,000 square feet. I recognized 
that this would not meet the needs of our residents 
and worked to secure the additional funding 
needed to almost double the space to 26,000 
square feet.

Our aim was to set a standard for community 
centres by providing the most flexible and multi-
purpose facility, which would ultimately provide 
the best variety of programs over the long term. 
Extensive consultations were held with residents, 
recreation staff, and current service providers 
to create a vision of what kind of programming 
the centre should offer. Recreation staff and 
the architects all worked hard to meet these 
expectations resulting in a world-class community 
centre design. In 2008, an open house revealed 
the exciting renderings for the planned centre. 

As Councillor, I have vowed to complete the 
centre by the end of 2010. The Ward 35 Community 
Centre will be a hub of activity, offering a whole 
range of possibilities and services to meet the 
recreational and social needs of the community.

Councillor Adrian Heaps • Scarborough Southwest 

PILE OF DIRT TODAY ….  
A STATE-OF-THE-ART COMMUNITY CENTRE TOMORROW

VICTORIA PARK SUBWAY 
STATION REHABILITATION 
PROJECT

Work is underway on the TTC’s three-year 
reconstruction project at Victoria Park Station. 
During the project, the station will remain 
operational, but access to and from the station 
and buses will change during various construction 
phases.

The completed project will result in the following 
benefits for passengers: 
•	 New bus terminal at street level;
•	 Improved station access (new widened 

entrances; widened north bridge, Victoria 
Park pedestrian bridge improvements, new 
sidewalks);

•	 Full station accessibility (new ramp and 
elevators); 

•	 Enhanced overall station appearance 
(streetscaping, station finishes and signs).

The station will have improved sightlines and 
natural light on the concourse level, and a 
green roof. Public art will be installed at four 
different locations in the building and reflect 
the multi-cultural makeup of the surrounding 
neighbourhoods.

Updates on construction activities will be posted in 
the station, delivered to residents in the immediate 
vicinity, and posted on the TTC website.

Visit www.ttc.ca for more information on this 
exciting project.

WORKING WITH SCHOOL 
COMMUNITIES 

As someone who is married to a Vice-Principal, 
Adrian has a special respect for the great work 
our schools accomplish. He regularly works 
with over 30 schools in the ward on events such 
as fundraising, school garden projects, literary 
events, curriculum nights, and graduations. 

Adrian’s goal for the 2009-10 school year is to 
attend at least one Parent Council meeting at 
each school in the ward. This will be an excellent 
opportunity to meet with parents, hear their 
concerns, and make Ward 35 an even better 
place to raise your children. 

If you would like Adrian to attend your parent 
Council meeting, ask your Principal or Council 
Chair to contact Adrian’s office to make 
arrangements. 

GREEN THUMB
Scarborough Southwest’s reputation for 
environmental responsibility soared this summer 
due to great community turnout to a number of 
cleanup/greening efforts across the ward.

Residents braved an unseasonably cold and 
rainy day to attend the Ward 35 Environment 
Day at W.A. Porter Collegiate Institute. Hundreds 
of families took the opportunity to responsibly 
dispose of hazardous household goods, tires, old 
bicycles, electronics, and donate used clothing to 
charity. Due to their efforts, garages, basements, 
and closets throughout the Ward are cleaner, 
less cluttered, and their local environment is 
better for the effort.

Residents of all ages joined efforts to clean the 
beautiful green spaces throughout Ward 35. 
Beginning with the Mayor’s 20-Minute Clean-
Up on April 24, the community raised the bar 
the next day at the Warden Woods Clean-Up. 

Volunteers did a phenomenal job scouring the 
park for litter and waste. 

Compost Days returned this summer. With  
smiling faces and sweaty brows, Ward 35 
residents shovelled over 4 tonnes of free compost 
into every spare container they had. Held at 
Corvette Junior Public School and Dunlop Park, 
these events brought out the best of community 
spirits. 
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The Planning File 
Currently there are several active developments, 
at various stages in the planning process, 
across Ward 35. Regardless of the size of the 
development, my main interest will always be 
the quality of each project. I am encouraged 
when I see concerned residents attending 
community meetings and offering their input. If 
the community works together, we can ensure 
our neighbourhood retains its unique character 
while providing enhancements at the same time.

•	240 Danforth Road – Ranka 
Enterprises five  two-storey townhomes 
(rezoning application under review, severance 
applications on hold).

•	250 Danforth Road – Patterson 
Properties Inc. between 45 and 51 
townhouse units contained within 6 blocks. 
(rezoning approved in principle and subdivision 
application under review).

•	300 Danforth Road – Ranka 
Enterprises 286 units consisting of semis, 
townhomes and retirement apartments 
(application for revised zoning under review, 
subdivision and site plan under review).  

•	350 Danforth Road – Goldman 
Group 446 singles, semis and townhomes 
(zoning and subdivision approved  under 
construction). 

•	3520 Danforth Avenue – 
1579669 Ontario Inc. (Liberty 
Developments) OMB approved by-law 
amendment and site plan approval for a 
7 storey - 95 unit condo with ground floor 
commercial uses subject to revisions to 
address several issues.  

•	41 Lebovic Avenue – T. Junction 
Developments two-storey mixed 
commercial and office development (revised 
site plan under review).

•	3595 St. Clair Avenue – St. Clair 
Investment Group Revised proposal 
consists of 203  3-bedroom townhouses, 140 
apartment units in two 5-storey buildings, a 
commercial block fronting on St. Clair Avenue 
East, and a 0.2 acre parkette.  (Official Plan/
Rezoning and subdivision applications continue 
under appeal/review). 

•	556 Danforth Road – Birchdan Animal 
Clinic and 2nd floor residential units (site 
plan approved with conditions).

•	60 Fairfax – Norstar 7 storey 
condominium apartment building with 198 
units (site plan application approved with 
conditions).

We Win! Toronto Awarded Pan Am Games 
Toronto will host the 2015 Pan 
Am Games. While this date 
seems far off, preparations will 
soon begin to organize efforts 
to welcome 250,000 visitors 
and construct new facilities 
for the region.

Councillor Adrian Heaps has been Toronto’s 
representative on the Bid Team and has always 
believed that ”this bid is based on a community 
legacy to be used by the Pan Am games, not a Pan 
Am legacy to be used by the community”. 

Adrian has worked to ensure that Scarborough 
will be the home of a brand new Olympic pool 
and training centre that has been called the “jewel” 
of the Games. This facility will be located on the 
University of Toronto’s Scarborough campus and 
will boast two pools and a field house for training 
world-class athletes alongside our budding young 
athletes.

In addition to sporting facilities, extensive 
federal and provincial investments will be 
made in expanding Scarborough’s rapid transit 
infrastructure. This will provide long-term benefits 
to the residents of the entire region.

Feel the Flame, Light Your Olympic Spirit! 

December 17th, 2009 
marks the arrival of 
the Vancouver 2010 
Olympic Flame in Toronto 
for a three-day tour.                 

As Chair of the Torch 
Relay Taskforce, Adrian 
had the pleasure 

of announcing Olympian Vicky Sunohara 
as the City’s Final Torchbearer who will light 
theOlympic Cauldron at the welcoming 
ceremony in Nathan Philips Square.               

As one of Canada’s elite female athletes, Vicky 
has represented Canada on the women’s hockey 
team at three Winter Olympic Games -- winning 
silver in 1998 at the Nagano Games and gold at 
the 2002 Salt Lake City Games and the 2006 Winter 
Games in Torino.  She is from Scarborough and is    
the granddaughter of Japanese and Ukrainian 
immigrants. Ms. Sunohara is well-respected in 
our community and has worked tirelessly to help 
the youth of Toronto -- especially young girls 
-- develop their skills and fulfill their dreams.

For details on this historic event, visit  
http://www.toronto.ca/mie/olympictorchrelay/  

•	Former CNR line north of St. Clair 
Avenue just east of Mattamy 
– Rexton Developments proposed 
subdivision with 42 townhomes. (Zoning and 
subdivision applications recommended for 
approval).

•	636 Kennedy Road 2 storey office/ 
retail unit – site plan approved - under 
construction. 

•	744 Kennedy Road – Kennedy 
Birch Properties Inc. 9 condominium 
townhouse units (site plan approved with 
conditions).

•	544 Birchmount Road – Medallion 
Corporation zoning by-law amendment 
application to permit the intensification of 
the site with a second apartment building 
(zoning approved by City Council, site plan 
application approved with conditions). 

•	1151 Victoria Park – Georgian 
Clairlea Inc. 144 townhouse and stacked 
townhouse dwellings – (condominium draft plan 
approvals granted).

•	651 Warden Avenue – Goldman 
Centennial 229 units both semis and 
townhomes (zoning approved, subdivision 
approved, 2 site plan applications approved, 
one approved with conditions, under 
construction). 

•	671 Warden Avenue – Stafford 
Homes 115 units including 2 singles 
and 83 townhomes as well as 30 stacked 
condominium townhomes. (zoning approved, 
subdivision approved with conditions, site 
plan under review). 

•	675 Warden Avenue –  
Ina Grafton Gage Nursing Home 
128 beds (under construction).

•	685 Warden Avenue – No Frills 
plans for a new grocery store with additional 
retail on the property. (rezoning and site plan 
aplications approved by OMB).

•	725 Warden Avenue – Mattamy 
Homes mixed subdivision with a total of 
563 units including semis, townhomes and 
condominiums. (zoning, subdivision and 
site plans approved, under construction, 
condominium applications either draft plan 
approved or under review). 

•	743 Warden Avenue (former 
Samuel Strapping plant) 
– Zahavish Developments retail 
commercial on the part of the site fronting 
on Warden Avenue including supermarket 
and drug store, industrial uses on the interior 
(zoning approved).

•	750 Warden Avenue – HMO Ltd. 
five separate one-storey public storage 
buildings consisting of 221 units (site plan 
approved).

•	TTC Warden Station commuter parking 
replacement and associated modifications 
(site plan under review).

•	Ward 35 Community Centre  
east side of Warden Avenue north of  
St. Clair Avenue (site plan approved and 
Building Permit issued).

•	TTC Victoria Park Subway station 
bus terminal replacement project (under 
construction).

•	620A Birchmount Road single family 
dwelling on a newly created lot (site plan 
application under review).

It is my intent to keep our community informed 
of issues that impact our ward.  I will continue 
to update this list as information becomes 
available.

09-4668 Heaps-final.indd   4 12/1/09   4:54:23 PM


